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Preparation #1: Run to the Arms of My Father 
 

1. Let God’s love minister to you while listening to “I Will Run to the Arms of My 

Father” by Dennis Jernigan. 

 
2. To find other music by Dennis Jernigan that heals wounded hearts and connects 

us to the Father's, go to DennisJernigan.com.  

 

Here are two of my personal favorites: “Break My Heart O God” and “Daddy's 

Song”. 

 
3. Learn more about The Father Heart of God through this powerful teaching by 

John Dawson that has impacted many lives! 
 

4. Watch the Father’s Love Letter, a six minute video using scripture to express 

God’s love for us, His children. 

 
5. Experience inner healing of past wounds and walk in freedom so you can receive 

God’s love and love Him and others fully, read Pure Heart: Restoration of the 

Heart through the Beatitudes or attend one of their seminars.  
 

http://dennisjernigan.com/store/product.php?c=24&p=3519&utm_source=LAF&utm_medium=partner&utm_campaign=LAF
http://dennisjernigan.com/store/product.php?c=24&p=3519&utm_source=LAF&utm_medium=partner&utm_campaign=LAF
http://dennisjernigan.com/
http://www.dennisjernigan.com/store/product.php?c=21&p=376
http://www.dennisjernigan.com/store/product.php?c=34&p=343
http://www.dennisjernigan.com/store/product.php?c=34&p=343
http://www.lastdaysministries.org/Articles/1000008535/Last_Days_Ministries/LDM/Discipleship_Teachings/John_Dawson/The_Father_Heart.aspx
http://www.fathersloveletter.com/index.html
http://pureheartseminars.com/2009/
http://pureheartseminars.com/2009/


 
 

6. Discover what the Bible reveals about “love” to start a fresh, new love 

relationship with the Father and the Son. 
 

7. Encounter the God who is love – crazy, relentless, all-powerful love and the thrill 

of falling in love with Him while reading Crazy Love by Francis Chan. 
 

 
 

8. Listen to music by Johnathan and Melissa Helser such as “No Longer Slaves” 

and “Abba” to be reminded what it means to be a child of God.  

 

To delve deeper into His love, consider taking the “18 Inch Journey” from the 

head to the heart. 
 

9. Read the The Furious Longing of God by Brennan Manning to experience God’s 

intense, consuming love for His children. 
 

https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=love&qs_version=NIV
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/no-longer-slaves-radio-version/id1032548575
http://www.jonathanhelser.com/abba
http://www.18inchjourney.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Furious-Longing-God-Brennan-Manning/dp/1434767507/ref=tmm_hrd_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
http://pureheartseminars.com/2009/book.html
http://crazylovebook.com/


   
 

 

Preparation #2: Check for the Elijah Error 
 

1. Listen to David Wilkerson’s message “Seven Thousand Did Not Bow” given at 

Times Square Church, April 23, 2001 or read the transcript of the message here.  
 

2. Check out this photo of the bronze statue situated on Wall Street representing 

the “bull market” of ever-increasing prosperity, wealth, fame and human 

achievement.  

 

 
 

 
3. Learn how to live set apart from our culture and fully abandoned to Gospel by 

reading Radical: Taking Back Your Faith From the American Dream by David 
Platt. 
 

http://ia600800.us.archive.org/18/items/SERMONINDEX_SID4211/SID4211.mp3
http://sermons.worldchallenge.org/printpdf/2463/
http://www.radicalthebook.com/home.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hLz72f75nyU


 
 

4. Listen to this podcast “Do you want Fruits or Roots? Embrace the Process” by 

the Director of Jesus Culture, Banny Liebscher, on developing spiritual maturity. 
 

5. Learn about the changes in our culture and what it looks like to be a Christian in 
Post-Christian America by reading Good Faith: Being A Christian When Society 
Thinks You are Irrelevant and Extreme by David Kinnaman and Gabe Lyons.  
 

  
 

6. Check out Tim Keller’s podcasts “Treasure vs. Money” and “Culture” to 

rediscover God’s design for culture and heavenly treasure.  

 

Preparation #3: Come Out Of the Cave 
 

1. Listen to this podcast “There’s A Story in the Secret Place” by the Director of 

Jesus Culture, Banny Liebscher, to consider what God has been cultivating in 
you during your time in the cave.  
 

2. Check out another one of his teaching’s “Leaders Lead from Rest and in 

Community” to learn how to step out in leadership and be set up for success.  

 

http://podcasts.fireandfragrance.com/podcasts/do-you-want-fruits-or-roots-embrace-the-process-banning-liebscher-week-8-day-1/
http://goodfaithbook.org/
http://goodfaithbook.org/
http://podbay.fm/show/352660924/e/1266608094?autostart=1
http://podbay.fm/show/352660924/e/1266445769?autostart=1
http://podcasts.fireandfragrance.com/podcasts/theres-a-story-in-the-secret-place-banning-liebscher-week-8-day-3/
http://podcasts.fireandfragrance.com/podcasts/leaders-lead-from-rest-and-in-community-banning-liebscher-week-8-day-2/
http://podcasts.fireandfragrance.com/podcasts/leaders-lead-from-rest-and-in-community-banning-liebscher-week-8-day-2/


3. Learn from David how to serve and respect imperfect leadership while waiting on 

the Lord’s timing through Gene Edward’s creative storytelling A Tale of Three 

Kings. 
 

 
 

4. Pray for people in positions of leadership using these tips from Thom Rainer, 

“Nine Ways to Pray for Church Leaders”.  

 

5. Read John Maxwell’s book The 21 Irrefutable Laws of Leadership to learn how to 

be a leader people want to follow. 
 

 
 

6. Renew your passion for the Word, by listening to Andy Byrd’s teaching 

Developing a Life-Long Love for the Bible. 
 

7. Maximize your time in the cave by saturating yourself with the Word of God by 
committing to one of these Bible reading plans. 

 
8. Meditate on Scripture while listening to Psalms put to music at The Psalms 

Project.  
 

9. Make a stand for your faith by joining 1 million other believers on the National 

Mall in Washington D.C. to worship and pray “Together” on July 16, 2016.  

 

http://www.amazon.com/Tale-three-Kings-Study-Brokenness/dp/0842369082/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
http://www.amazon.com/Tale-three-Kings-Study-Brokenness/dp/0842369082/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=&sr=
http://thomrainer.com/2014/12/nine-ways-pray-church-leaders/
http://www.amazon.com/The-21-Irrefutable-Laws-Leadership/dp/0785274316
http://www.thecircuitrider.com/podcasts/3819/
https://www.biblegateway.com/reading-plans/?version=NIV
http://thepsalmsprojectband.com/music
http://thepsalmsprojectband.com/music
http://reset2016.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Tale-three-Kings-Study-Brokenness/dp/0842369082/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459359977&sr=1-1&keywords=a+tale+of+three+kings


10. Help restore the Bible back to the heart of our nation by partnering with the 
Museum of the Bible, which is being erected in Washington D.C. just a few 
blocks from the National Mall and Capital building.  

 

 
 
 

 

Preparation #4: Conquer Fear 
 

1. Strengthen your faith with God’s promise to always be with you alongside His 

command to “Fear Not”. 

 

2. Learn how to live a fearless life by listening to Francis Chan’s podcasts Fearless 

Part 1 and Part 2.  
 

3. See what the Bible says about fear. 
 

4. Meditate on God’s faithfulness to deliver us from all our fears while listening to 

“The Lord is My Light” by Joel Chase based on Psalms 27. 

 

5. Read Joyce Meyer’s insightful article on “Facing Fear and Finding Freedom”. 

 

6. Learn how to overcome fear by listening to Brian Brennt’s Circuit Rider teachings 

“Faith First, Feelings Second” and “Culture of Faith”. 

 

7. Check out Bethel’s You Make Me Brave album and Hillsongs’ Oceans (Where 

Might Feet  May Fail) to be filled with fresh trust and boldness. 
 

 

 

Preparation #5: Banish Discouragement 
 

https://www.museumofthebible.org/
https://www.biblegateway.com/quicksearch/?quicksearch=fear+not&qs_version=NIV
http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=101514111235
http://www.sermonaudio.com/sermoninfo.asp?SID=1110141321261
http://www.gotquestions.org/Bible-fear.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xzC-8eH0M20
http://www.joycemeyer.org/articles/ea.aspx?article=overcoming_fear
http://www.thecircuitrider.com/podcasts/faith-first-feelings-second/
http://www.thecircuitrider.com/podcasts/kona-brian-brennt-culture-of-faith/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/you-make-me-brave-live/id862593658
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/oceans-ep/id696342604
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/oceans-ep/id696342604


1. Discouragement is the act of discouraging, or the state of being discouraged; 
depression or weakening of confidence; dejection. 

2. Infuse courage into your heart again by studying what the Word says about 

“courage”. 

3. Put a stake in the ground and commit to take the next step of faith in accordance 

with the Word the Lord has given you after listening to Andy Byrd’s podcast 

“Courage in Action”. 

4. Listen to this song “Take Courage” by Lindy Conant to stir faith in your heart for 

what God wants to do in our nation in this generation. 
 

 
 

5. Read this short article by John Piper on Christian Courage and listen to his 

message “The Need for Christian Courage”. 

6. Learn practical ways to encourage one another in accordance with God’s Word 

by reading or listening to Grace Community Church’s message “Encouraging 

One Another”. 

7. Listen’s to Casting Crown’s song “Courageous” and be reminded of how God 

made us to be courageous. 
8. Watch the movie Courageous to be inspired by the stories of a few courageous 

families. 
 

 
 
 
 

http://onlinedictionary.datasegment.com/word/discouragement
http://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/bible-verses-about-courage/
http://www.ywamnewcastle.com/2014/03/13/andy-byrd-on-courage-in-action-the-school-of-the-circuit-rider/
http://www.thecircuitrider.com/media/videos/take-courage-by-lindy-conant/
http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/christian-courage
http://www.desiringgod.org/messages/the-need-for-christian-courage
http://www.gracecorning.org/sermons/sermon/2012-11-25/encouraging-one-another
http://www.gracecorning.org/sermons/sermon/2012-11-25/encouraging-one-another
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pkM-gDcmJeM
http://www.courageousthemovie.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i9VT_NBIVfs


Preparation #6: Beat Loneliness 
 

1. Review these “20 Quotes on Loneliness” to gain a greater understanding of the 

root of loneliness and wise words of hope for those struggling with it.  
2. Sometimes loneliness is most painful when we sense we are alone from the Lord 

instead of being alone with the Lord. Check out Misty Edwards’ music to reconnect 

with God's heart and immerse yourself in His presence.  

3. Be reminded of how we are not alone while listening to Kari Jobe’s song “I Am Not 

Alone” and Amanda Cook’s “You Don’t Miss A Thing”. 

4. Find your sense of belonging in God’s presence while listening to Cory Asbury’s 

“Where I Belong”.  

5. If you are struggling with “loneliness”, receive comfort by mediating on God’s Word, 

which reveals His unfailing love and faithfulness.  

6. Read Abba’s Child: The Cry of the Heart for Intimate Belonging by Brennan 

Manning to discover how you can let down the facades and finding you rest and 
belonging in Jesus. 
 

 
 

7. Check out Life Together by Dietrich Bonhoeffer and The Celtic Way of Evangelism 
by George G. Hunter III to explore the need for, and practical outworking of, 
Christian community. 
 

   
 

http://www.desiringgod.org/articles/20-quotes-on-loneliness
http://www.ihopkc.org/music/featured-artists/misty-edwards/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfveawSAHJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bfveawSAHJA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Rzn2inZ3URE
https://itunes.apple.com/us/album/holy/id285930696
http://www.biblestudytools.com/topical-verses/loneliness-bible-verses/
http://www.amazon.com/Abbas-Child-Heart-Intimate-Belonging/dp/1576833348
http://www.amazon.com/Life-Together-Exploration-Christian-Community/dp/0060608528/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1459360430&sr=8-1&keywords=life+together
http://www.amazon.com/Celtic-Way-Evangelism-Tenth-Anniversary/dp/1426711379/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1459360497&sr=8-1&keywords=the+celtic+way+of+evangelism
http://www.amazon.com/Abbas-Child-Heart-Intimate-Belonging/dp/1576833348


 
 

Preparation #7: Redefine Persecution in Our Generation 
 

1. To understand the spiritual climate in our nation, check out research by the Barna 

Group such as “2015 Sees Sharp Rise in Post-Christian Population”.  

 
2. Read Prepare: Living Your Faith in an Increasingly Hostile Culture by Paul Nyquist 

to begin preparing yourself to remain faithful in a hostile culture. 
 

 
 

 

3. Read this short article in the Christian post, Billy Graham’s Warning to American 

Churches: ‘Prepare for Persecution’.  

 

4. Review the list of 100 scriptures related to “persecution” mentioned in this chapter. 

 

5. Check out this article written by Rod Dreher in Time magazine online “Orthodox 

Christians Must Now Learn To Live as Exiles in Our Own Country,” published just 

after the Obergfel decision.   
 
Here is a rebuttal and deeper explanation given by Dreher to those who criticized 

his “Benedict Option” for the Church as a response to the growing hostility to 

Christianity.  
 

6. Read this brief article “Preparing for Persecution” on persecution in the believer’s 

life by Adrian Rogers.    
 

7. Broaden your understanding of the persecuted Church worldwide by exploring the 
resources produced by the Voice of the Martyrs and Open Doors. Discover what 
we can learn from our brothers and sisters about standing strong in the face of 
persecution.  

 

https://www.barna.org/researches
https://www.barna.org/researches
https://www.barna.org/barna-update/culture/728-america-more-post-christian-than-two-years-ago#.VvwU8nqzkxI
http://www.amazon.com/Prepare-Living-Increasingly-Hostile-Culture/dp/0802412564/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459361913&sr=1-1&keywords=prepare+living+your+faith+in+an+increasingly+hostile+culture+by+j.+paul+nyquist
http://www.christianpost.com/news/billy-graham-warning-american-churches-prepare-persecution-148764/
http://www.christianpost.com/news/billy-graham-warning-american-churches-prepare-persecution-148764/
http://www.openbible.info/topics/persecution
http://time.com/3938050/orthodox-christians-must-now-learn-to-live-as-exiles-in-our-own-country/
http://time.com/3938050/orthodox-christians-must-now-learn-to-live-as-exiles-in-our-own-country/
http://www.theamericanconservative.com/dreher/benedict-option-faq/
http://www.oneplace.com/ministries/love-worth-finding/read/articles/preparing-for-persecution--15069.html
http://www.persecution.com/
file:///C:/Users/Lindsay/Desktop/opendoorsusa.org


8. Commit to praying for persecuted Christians around the world using Open Door’s 

monthly prayer calendar.  
 

9. Take a look at the video of the brother of the young men killed by ISIS and listen to 
his radical response of love and prayer for their persecutors. 

 

10. Watch this 5 minute video by Prager University “The World’s Most Persecuted 

Minority: Christians” explaining the reality of the most persecuted group in the 

world. 

 

 

 

Preparation #8: Hold on to Sound Doctrine 
 
 

1. Ask your pastor to see your church's statement of faith and doctrinal statement. 
Review them in light of Scripture. 
 

2. Study the two key ‘statements of faith’ established by the early church known as 

the Nicene Creed and Apostle’s Creed. Various Christian denominations may 

differ on the interpretation of some individual points, but the core remains the 
same. 

 
3. For a thorough understanding of Christian doctrine study resources such as 

Systematic Theology by Wayne Grudem or Foundations of the Christian Faith by 
James Montgomery Boice. (Again some variance between denominations may 
be seen).  

 

  
 

 

4. Check out C.S. Lewis’ timeless classic Mere Christianity that explores the 

common ground upon which all of those of Christian faith stand together. 
 

https://www.opendoorsusa.org/take-action/pray/monthly-prayer-calendar/
https://www.sat7usa.org/brother-prays
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytdMUddGe-U&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ytdMUddGe-U&feature=youtu.be
http://www.gotquestions.org/Nicene-creed.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/apostles-creed.html
http://www.amazon.com/Systematic-Theology-Introduction-Biblical-Doctrine/dp/0310286700
http://www.amazon.com/Foundations-Christian-Master-Reference-Collection/dp/0877849919/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459474983&sr=1-1&keywords=foundations+of+the+christian+faith+boice
http://www.amazon.com/Mere-Christianity-C-S-Lewis/dp/0060652926


 
 

5. Learn how to defend your faith from heresy and strange doctrines or simply how 
to share your faith more effectively from the greatest apologists of our 
generation.  

 
Ravi Zacharias is a world renowned apologist, the author of numerous books and 
a traveling speaker. He and his team have endless articles, videos and other 
resources available on their website. 
 

    
 
 
 
 
 
Lee Strobel is another leading apologist of our time. He is the author of The Case 
for Christ and The Case for a Creator, among other works. Check his website for 
videos and other resources. 
 

    
 

 
Sean Mc Dowell is passionate about bringing truth to a new generation. Check 
out his books, blog and videos on issues such as Biblical trustworthiness, other 
religions, homosexuality, pornography and science to name a few. 
 

http://rzim.org/about/ravi-zacharias
http://www.amazon.com/s?ie=UTF8&page=1&rh=n%3A283155%2Cp_27%3ARavi%20Zacharias
http://rzim.org/global-blog
https://www.youtube.com/user/rzimmedia
http://rzim.org/
http://www.leestrobel.com/store.php
http://www.leestrobel.com/store.php
http://www.leestrobel.com/
http://www.leestrobel.com/channels/Christ.php
http://seanmcdowell.org/
http://seanmcdowell.org/books
http://seanmcdowell.org/blog
http://seanmcdowell.org/videos
http://seanmcdowell.org/category/biblical-trustworthiness
http://seanmcdowell.org/category/other-religions
http://seanmcdowell.org/category/other-religions
http://seanmcdowell.org/category/homosexuality
http://seanmcdowell.org/category/pornography
http://seanmcdowell.org/category/science


   
 

 
Josh McDowell, father of Sean McDowell, has spent over 50 years equipping 

Christians to know what they believe, why it’s true and how to live it out. He is the 

author of God Breathed, Answers to Tough Questions, and Undaunted. For more 
resources, visit his website.   

  

    
 

Frank Turek is committed to addressing the problem that 3 out of 4 Christian 
youth leave the church while in college, many because they are intellectually 

skeptical. He and his team run I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be An Atheist 

seminars on college campuses, churches, and high schools. He is the author of 

Stealing from God and I Don’t Have Enough Faith to Be An Atheist. Their 

ministry also has an incredible Cross Examined App that allows you to look up 
quick answers popular objections to Christianity as well as other information.  
 

  

   
  

http://www.josh.org/about-us/joshs-bio/
http://store.josh.org/cart/index.asp?sdes=god-breathed
http://store.josh.org/cart/product.asp?prodid=084230021X
http://store.josh.org/cart/product.asp?prodid=PKUDE&i=ALL|undaunted||&path=undefined
http://www.josh.org/
http://crossexamined.org/dr-frank-turek/
http://crossexamined.org/seminar-topics/
http://impactapologetics.com/
http://impactapologetics.com/i-dont-have-enough-faith-to-be-an-atheist-book-mp3-or-cds/
http://get.thechurchapp.org/754a/#!/cross-examined


 
6. Read Know What You Believe and Know Why You Believe by Paul E. Little. 

 

 
 

 
7. Consider a crash course in Church History. If you are like many Christians, you 

need help linking together the pieces and threads of knowledge you do have and 
filling in the blanks of your understanding. Here is the best small course I have 
seen titled, Christian History Made Easy. 

 

 
 

8. Dig into a quality discipleship resource. Ask your pastor for a recommendation.  
 
Here is one we have successfully used in our home, youth ministry and church. 
The Purple Book: a 12-chapter Bible Study Guide designed to help believers 
know and apply the essential beliefs of Christianity.  
 
Or check out Discipleship Essentials: A Guide to Building Your Life in Christ by 
Greg Oghen. 
 

http://www.amazon.com/Know-Why-Believe-Paul-Little/dp/0830834222
http://www.christianhistorymadeeasy.com/
http://www.thepurplebook.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Discipleship-Essentials-Guide-Building-Christ/dp/0830810870
http://www.amazon.com/Christian-History-Made-Bible-Basics/dp/1596363282


  
 
  

Read other classics works such as My Utmost for His Highest by Oswald 
Chambers, The Cost of Discipleship by Dietrich Bonhoeffer and The Knowledge 
of the Holy by A.W. Tozer.  

 

   
 
  

Re-capture the importance of living a holy life and learn how to do it while 
reading Integrity: Character of the Kingdom. 

 

  
 

 Read Francis Chan’s book Multiple and watch the corresponding training videos. 

 

http://www.amazon.com/My-Utmost-His-Highest-Paperback/dp/1572937718
http://www.amazon.com/Cost-Discipleship-Dietrich-Bonhoeffer/dp/0684815001/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459534623&sr=1-1&keywords=Cost+of+Discipleship
http://www.amazon.com/Knowledge-Holy-Attributes-Meaning-Christian/dp/0060684127/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459535007&sr=1-1&keywords=knowledge+of+the+holy
http://www.amazon.com/Knowledge-Holy-Attributes-Meaning-Christian/dp/0060684127/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459535007&sr=1-1&keywords=knowledge+of+the+holy
http://www.amazon.com/Integrity-Character-Kingdom-Sean-Feucht/dp/1629115509/ref=tmm_pap_swatch_0?_encoding=UTF8&qid=1459535085&sr=1-1
http://www.amazon.com/Multiply-Disciples-Making-Francis-Chan/dp/0781408237
https://s3.amazonaws.com/multiplymovement.com/index.html
http://www.thepurplebook.org/


 
 
 

9. Be provoked and matured in your faith by reading the stories behind the great 
hymns of Christianity.  
 
Many books are available that also tell these stories such as Then Sing My Soul: 

150 of the World’s Greatest Hymn Stories, 101 Hymn Stories and Come Let Us 

Adore Him. Others can be found at christianbooks.com. 
 

      
 
 

10. Learn about the history of worship by exposing yourself to the Book of Common 
Prayer. Read this interesting article by Christianity Today about its on-going 

significance, “The Book of Common Prayer is Still a Big Deal Today”. 

 
11. Read sermons by some of the great preachers of prior generations to help 

mature your doctrine and sort out modern error. Obviously, just because 
something is historical does not necessarily mean it is 100% accurate. However, 

many of them have stood the test of time – they are devoid of the modern 

trappings and quite sobering to the modern ear. Some of the sermons are 
available in both written and audio form. 
 
Ask you pastor or leaders for recommendations. Here are some of my favorites 
to start:  

 
 The Library of Classic Sermons 
 The Sermons of John Wesley 

http://www.sharefaith.com/guide/Christian-Music/hymns-the-songs-and-the-stories/index.html
http://www.amazon.com/Then-Sings-My-Soul-Greatest/dp/0785249397
http://www.amazon.com/Then-Sings-My-Soul-Greatest/dp/0785249397
http://www.amazon.com/101-Hymn-Stories-Inspiring-Favorite/dp/0825442826
http://www.amazon.com/Come-Let-Adore-Him-Cherished/dp/1404102329/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459555001&sr=1-2&keywords=come+let+us+adore+him
http://www.amazon.com/Come-Let-Adore-Him-Cherished/dp/1404102329/ref=sr_1_2?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1459555001&sr=1-2&keywords=come+let+us+adore+him
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Like%20a%20Flood/Like%20A%20Flood%20Preperations/christianbooks.com
http://www.bcponline.org/
http://www.bcponline.org/
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ct/2014/march-web-only/book-of-common-prayer-is-still-big-deal.html
http://www.newsforchristians.com/classics.html
http://wesley.nnu.edu/john-wesley/the-sermons-of-john-wesley-1872-edition/


 The Sermon Index 
 The Sermons of Martin Luther 
 

12. Read this great little article on 5 common cultural ideas that people THINK are in 
Scripture...but they are not!  

 
13. Define and recognize Arianism and Gnosticism. Here are two brief articles that 

explore these false teachings from a historical perspective. Remember, there is 
nothing new under the sun in the way of deception and heresy. 

 
14. Learn to distinguish cults and false religions. One of the best lectures I have 

heard on this is published by Summit Ministries called “The Marks of the Cults”.    

 
Different people will view different groups as being both false and cultish. When 
researching this issue, be careful to know who is making the determination and 
what criteria they are using. 

 
Here are a couple resources that can help: 

 
How Do I Recognize A Cult? 
How to Recognize Cults: 7 Characteristics 

So What’s the Difference? 

 

 
 

 
 

Preparation #9: Recognize the True Church From the Apostate 
 
  

1. Read one of the bestselling classics of all time: Pilgrim's Progress  
 

http://www.sermonindex.net/
http://www.sermonaudio.com/search.asp?SpeakerOnly=true&currSection=sermonsspeaker&keyword=Martin%5ELuther
http://www.biblestudytools.com/blogs/inside-bst/5-verses-you-thought-were-in-the-bible-but-aren-t.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/arianism.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/Christian-gnosticism.html
http://www.summit.org/curriculum/high-school/home-school/videos/
http://www1.cbn.com/how-do-i-recognize-cult
http://mikebickle.org/resources/resource/3412
http://www.amazon.com/So-Whats-Difference-Fritz-Ridenour/dp/0764215647
http://www.amazon.com/Pilgrims-Progress-Bunyan-English-Illustrations/dp/1622452399/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1460563399&sr=8-1&keywords=pilgrims+progress


 
 
Here is a link to a free audio version of the book which our family has enjoyed: 
http://www.loyalbooks.com/book/the-pilgrims-progress-by-john-bunyan 

 
 

2. Check out the thought provoking poem known online as The Modern Thinker's 
Creed. Its full bibliography is in the back of the Like A Flood book. 
 
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/news/2281092/posts 
 
 

3. Sign up for our Project 7000. Learn to interpret current events from a Biblical 
perspective via our Friday Weekly News. SIGN UP HERE 
 

4. Study the dominant worldviews impacting modern thought. Summit Ministries has 
many free videos and links as well as full curriculums to help. Here is a link to a 
very good chart that I refer to frequently. Hover over the key terms for a very rich 
resource. 
 
http://www.summit.org/resources/worldview-chart/ 
 

5. Read Martin Luther's writings on the concept of the True Church. This was a 
foundational issue of the reformation. 
 
http://biblicalstudies.gospelstudies.org.uk/pdf/eq/1978-2_079.pdf 
 

6. Study the issue of grace from a historical perspective to recognize false modern 
ideologies that have infiltrated the church. Here is a great resource to help. 
 
http://www.amazon.com/Hyper-Grace-Exposing-Dangers-Modern-
Message/dp/1621365891 
 
 

7. Listen to the New Testament over and over to help clarify issues of doctrine. I 
love the free app from www.biblegateway.com 
 
Read another book that looks at many of the false doctrines of our day.  
http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Avalanche-Teachings-Destroy-
Millions/dp/1621365328 
 
 

http://www.loyalbooks.com/book/the-pilgrims-progress-by-john-bunyan
http://www.loyalbooks.com/book/the-pilgrims-progress-by-john-bunyan
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/news/2281092/posts
http://www.freerepublic.com/focus/news/2281092/posts
http://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001Md2lQvja6UDGFnZ2B7jGXa7Dcmhmr3gRLcSQkLUnk5nCMSStjuq2gI2qfgHIo8fElPRhXI2gpeal9wRorXoJ1OwzN_VBDUTDX0sWhTpeRneHmMr1Ox1nQ-XmtPftC2NVr_7Uv4yP9yMkF46tFjYURRCXit_TRdQ8NYRXRDsf1_CrySvloh0G2QyLSzpKUBYJak_ffZ2I6sk%3D
http://www.summit.org/resources/worldview-chart/
http://www.summit.org/resources/worldview-chart/
http://biblicalstudies.gospelstudies.org.uk/pdf/eq/1978-2_079.pdf
http://biblicalstudies.gospelstudies.org.uk/pdf/eq/1978-2_079.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Hyper-Grace-Exposing-Dangers-Modern-Message/dp/1621365891
http://www.amazon.com/Hyper-Grace-Exposing-Dangers-Modern-Message/dp/1621365891
http://biblegateway.com/
http://biblegateway.com/
http://biblegateway.com/
http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Avalanche-Teachings-Destroy-Millions/dp/1621365328
http://www.amazon.com/Spiritual-Avalanche-Teachings-Destroy-Millions/dp/1621365328


 
 
 
 

 

Preparation #10:   Practice Discernment Online 
 

1. Learn to recognize online behaviors that affect our world. Here is an article that 
outline 8 reasons why people post negatively online. 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/better-living-technology/201408/why-the-
online-trolls-troll 

 
Here is the psychological profile and behavior of online trolls defined: 

 
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/your-online-secrets/201409/internet-
trolls-are-narcissists-psychopaths-and-sadists 

 
Here is another good article to help identify the deliberate tactics of activists and 
trolls online: 

 
http://www.netlingo.com/word/troll.php  

 
2. Defining key terms is key in recognizing what is truly being communicated in 

online articles and websites. Here are links to help in these definitions. In some 
cases, I found the best information on the Wikipedia site. Obviously, we have to 
use caution with this site. However, the citations are available right on the site in 
the endnotes for where they are pulling their historical sources. If in doubt, follow 
the source links. 

 
Progressive Christianity    

 
http://progressivechristianity.org/the-8-points/ 
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Christianity 
 
http://www.gotquestions.org/progressive-Christianity.html 
 
 
Moralistic Therapeutic Deism 
 
This is a clear explanation: http://www.christianpost.com/news/moralistic-
therapeutic-deism-the-new-american-religion-6266/ 
 
This article explains the dangers of MTD to children's faith development: 
http://www.lifeway.com/kidsministry/2014/12/18/what-is-moralistic-therapeutic-
deism/ 

 
 

Social Gospel      https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Gospel 
 

https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/better-living-technology/201408/why-the-online-trolls-troll
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/better-living-technology/201408/why-the-online-trolls-troll
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/your-online-secrets/201409/internet-trolls-are-narcissists-psychopaths-and-sadists
https://www.psychologytoday.com/blog/your-online-secrets/201409/internet-trolls-are-narcissists-psychopaths-and-sadists
http://www.netlingo.com/word/troll.php
http://progressivechristianity.org/the-8-points/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Progressive_Christianity
http://www.gotquestions.org/progressive-Christianity.html
http://www.christianpost.com/news/moralistic-therapeutic-deism-the-new-american-religion-6266/
http://www.christianpost.com/news/moralistic-therapeutic-deism-the-new-american-religion-6266/
http://www.lifeway.com/kidsministry/2014/12/18/what-is-moralistic-therapeutic-deism/
http://www.lifeway.com/kidsministry/2014/12/18/what-is-moralistic-therapeutic-deism/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Gospel
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_Gospel


Liberation Theology     http://www.gotquestions.org/liberation-theology.html 
 

Christian Left      https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_left 
 

Here is how the Christian Left define themselves: http://www.thechristianleft.org 
 

Vicari has a great book and article on this topic: 
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/48678-the-new-christian-left-is-twisting-
the-gospel 

 
 

Affirming Church Follow the links in this article to see how gay organizations 
and various denominations are using the term: Open and Affirming to mean a 
doctrinal shift toward gay theology and the ordination of homosexuals. 

 
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_and_affirming 

 
 

Post-evangelicalism   Follow the links here to understand the close cousin to 
this term which is "emerging." https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-evangelicalism 

 
Here is an example of those who are claiming evangelicalism is dangerous so 
they are now "post-evangelical." http://recoveringevangelical.com 

 
 

Social Justice Christians    http://www.gotquestions.org/social-justice.html 
 

 
Postmodern Christian   Here is a basic definition: 
http://www.gotquestions.org/postmodern-Christianity.html 

 
Here is the definition of the broader term "postmodernism" which is used in all 
strata of the culture: https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism 

 
Here is a more thorough analysis: http://www.equip.org/article/the-postmodern-
challenge/ 

 
Progressive Evangelical  A basic definition: 
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_left 

 
 

Here is how one progressive evangelical clarifies the movement: 
http://www.faithstreet.com/onfaith/2015/02/19/10-things-i-wish-everyone-knew-
about-progressive-evangelicals/36195 

 
 
 

 
3. Learn to recognize bias in the media. Opinions and commentaries are legitimate. 

However, when supposedly unbiased journalism is tainted with opinion, it needs 
to be noted. 

http://www.gotquestions.org/liberation-theology.html
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_left
http://www.thechristianleft.org/
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/48678-the-new-christian-left-is-twisting-the-gospel
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/48678-the-new-christian-left-is-twisting-the-gospel
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_and_affirming
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Open_and_affirming
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Post-evangelicalism
http://recoveringevangelical.com/
http://www.gotquestions.org/social-justice.html
http://www.gotquestions.org/postmodern-Christianity.html
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Postmodernism
http://www.equip.org/article/the-postmodern-challenge/
http://www.equip.org/article/the-postmodern-challenge/
https://en.m.wikipedia.org/wiki/Evangelical_left
http://www.faithstreet.com/onfaith/2015/02/19/10-things-i-wish-everyone-knew-about-progressive-evangelicals/36195
http://www.faithstreet.com/onfaith/2015/02/19/10-things-i-wish-everyone-knew-about-progressive-evangelicals/36195


 
Here is a source labeled as a "critical thinking guide." See what you think: 
https://www.criticalthinking.org/TGS_files/SAM-MediaBias.pdf 

 
 
 

4. Study common fallacies and learn to detect them in online sources: 
 

I have used resources from this site in our home: http://www.fallacydetective.com 
 

 
 

 

Preparation #11:   Get Over "It" 
 

Obviously, this preparation could have pages and pages of links depending on 
what your "IT" is. Here are a few specific links I wanted to give you that you might 
not think of: 

 
 

1. If you are suffering from a sexual abuse wound, go to frontlinefamilies.org and 
click on our sexual abuse tab for resources to help. 

 
Check out the book I wrote with my daughter Kalyn that is a spiritual warfare 
manual on helping families get their healing from many sources of pain. 

 

 
 
2. Get to the root of Envy! It is a source of so many stuck problems. I cannot say 

enough about this book!  http://www.amazon.com/Envy-Within-Overcoming-
Emotion-Hostage/dp/0830731229 

 
3. Dig down to the roots of insecurity with this book that brought much healing in 

our home: 
http://www.amazon.com/Root-Rejection-Bondage-Experience-
Acceptance/dp/0446691143/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460570534&s
r=1-1&keywords=joyce+meyer+root+of+rejection     

  
 

https://www.criticalthinking.org/TGS_files/SAM-MediaBias.pdf
http://www.fallacydetective.com/
http://frontlinefamilies.org/
http://www.amazon.com/Envy-Within-Overcoming-Emotion-Hostage/dp/0830731229
http://www.amazon.com/Envy-Within-Overcoming-Emotion-Hostage/dp/0830731229
http://www.amazon.com/Root-Rejection-Bondage-Experience-Acceptance/dp/0446691143/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460570534&sr=1-1&keywords=joyce+meyer+root+of+rejection
http://www.amazon.com/Root-Rejection-Bondage-Experience-Acceptance/dp/0446691143/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460570534&sr=1-1&keywords=joyce+meyer+root+of+rejection
http://www.amazon.com/Root-Rejection-Bondage-Experience-Acceptance/dp/0446691143/ref=sr_1_1?s=books&ie=UTF8&qid=1460570534&sr=1-1&keywords=joyce+meyer+root+of+rejection


 
 
 

Preparation #12: Hold Onto America 
 
 
1. Study the Constitution!  I thought I understood the basics, but digging deeper into 

the constitution has proven to be extremely important for my maturity on how to 
hang onto our nation. This is surely the Cadillac course offered FREE online. 
Great for groups or individuals! 
http://info.hillsdale.edu/constitution_101_enroll?utm_source=google&utm_mediu
m=cpc&utm_campaign=con101 

 
2. Use 5 minute training videos effectively. PragerU is amazing! Check out these 

well done 5 minute videos that bring tough modern issues to great 
understanding! PragerU.com 

They cover history, economics, political science and popular culture. My kids’ 

lives were GREATLY impacted here! 
 
3. Register to vote! Here are the instructions: https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote 
 

Look up candidate views before an election using Christian voter guides: 
http://www.christianvoterguide.com/states 

 
 
4. Check out resources that teach Christian History that has not been revised by 

progressives. 
 
Heritage Foundation      http://www.heritage.org/research/lecture/2011/06/did-
america-have-a-christian-founding 

 
Wall Builders   www.wallbuilders.com   Pages and pages of resources by leading 
expert, David Barton 

 
Young Conservatives Federation has an excellent reading list for training 
young and not so young minds. www.yaf.org    

   
 
 
 
5. Join Christian groups working to preserve our nation for traditional Christian 

values and freedoms. 
 

Family Research Council    FRC.org 
 

American Family Association and Radio    afa.net    afr.net 
 

U.S. Pastors Council http://uspastorcouncil.org/ 
 

http://info.hillsdale.edu/constitution_101_enroll?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=con101
http://info.hillsdale.edu/constitution_101_enroll?utm_source=google&utm_medium=cpc&utm_campaign=con101
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Like%20a%20Flood/Like%20A%20Flood%20Preperations/PragerU.com
https://www.usa.gov/register-to-vote
http://www.christianvoterguide.com/states
http://www.heritage.org/research/lecture/2011/06/did-america-have-a-christian-founding
http://www.heritage.org/research/lecture/2011/06/did-america-have-a-christian-founding
http://www.wallbuilders.com/
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Like%20a%20Flood/Like%20A%20Flood%20Preperations/yaf.org
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Like%20a%20Flood/Like%20A%20Flood%20Preperations/FRC.org
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Like%20a%20Flood/Like%20A%20Flood%20Preperations/afa.net
file:///C:/Users/Owner/Dropbox/Like%20a%20Flood/Like%20A%20Flood%20Preperations/afr.net
http://uspastorcouncil.org/


 
 

Preparation #13: Take Back the Rainbow 
 
 

1.  Study the original meaning of the rainbow in Genesis 9: 1-17 
 

2.  Understand the origins of the rainbow symbol for homosexual activism. 
http://time.com/3932733/rainbow-flag-lgbt-pride-same-sex-marriage/ 
  

3.  Be ready to defend your faith in regards to the issue of homosexuality. Download 
this free ebook of mine that will take you thru a scriptural study. 

 
 

4.  Learn about the history of the gay rights movement in the United States. This 
book greatly impacted my understanding of how we got to where we are in our 
nation. It is an extremely well documented look at original texts. Even if you just 
get thru the first 100 pages or so, you will learn so much! 
 
http://aqueerthing.com       
 

6. Go to Michael Brown's site for some of the best links to sound Biblical arguments 
and books for the Christian doctrine of homosexuality as sin. He is not afraid to 
speak the truth and his keen intellect helps people reason through the 
controversies.  
http://askdrbrown.org/search/  
  
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/in-the-line-of-fire/50477-dr-michael-
brown-has-40-answers-and-2-questions-for-gay-christian-matthew-vines 
 
http://www.amazon.com/Can-You-Gay-Christian-Homosexuality-
ebook/dp/B00IQY2P14 
 

6.  Develop sensitivity to these deeply personal issues of sin by hearing from those 
the Lord has healed. 
  
Dennis Jernigan struggled with dame sex attraction. His book, movie, website, 
and music is much sought after by those who are trapped in this sin and by those 
who have loved ones needing delivered. 
 
Go to http://www.dennisjernigan.com 

http://time.com/3932733/rainbow-flag-lgbt-pride-same-sex-marriage/
http://aqueerthing.com/
http://askdrbrown.org/search/
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/in-the-line-of-fire/50477-dr-michael-brown-has-40-answers-and-2-questions-for-gay-christian-matthew-vines
http://www.charismanews.com/opinion/in-the-line-of-fire/50477-dr-michael-brown-has-40-answers-and-2-questions-for-gay-christian-matthew-vines
http://www.amazon.com/Can-You-Gay-Christian-Homosexuality-ebook/dp/B00IQY2P14
http://www.amazon.com/Can-You-Gay-Christian-Homosexuality-ebook/dp/B00IQY2P14
http://www.dennisjernigan.com/


 
His book and movie: http://www.singovermemovie.com 
 
 
 

 
 
Linda Seiler struggled with transgender issues and lesbian relationships. God set 
her free and gave her the courage to confront these issues in a sensitive, caring 
and Biblical way. Today she is a Chi Alpha Campus missionary and speaker to 
the body of Christ. She is an endorser of Like A Flood and a treasured friend. 
Check out her testimony, suggested resource lists and articles at  
 
http://www.lindaseiler.com 
 
http://www.charismanews.com/us/43114-ag-missionary-invades-lgbt-community-
with-god-s-compassion 
 
 
 
Ricky Chellette is a leading voice in helping men and women come out of 
homosexual lifestyles and identities. I have met him and heard his presentation 
on how same sex attraction develops in the male and the female. It is deeply 
profound. His ministry Living Hope has online and local help for men, women, 
students, parents, friends, and churches.  
 
https://livehope.org/publications-magazines/ 
 
 
https://livehope.org/resource/why-dvd-set-men-and-women/ 
 
 
Lisa Cherry, “Can Parents Prevent Homosexuality in their Children’s Lives?”, 
http://www.frontlinemoms.com/2016/02/02/parents-prevent-homosexuality-
childrens-lives/?utm_source=Frontline+Moms&utm_campaign=d25806e340-
RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a70270695c-
d25806e340-51420989  

 
 

“Are You Prepared to Help Someone Struggling With Same-Sex Attraction? “, 
https://livehope.org/  
 
 
The Gospel Coalition, “40 Questions for Christians Now Waving Rainbow Flags”, 
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/kevindeyoung/2015/07/01/40-questions-for-

http://www.singovermemovie.com/
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https://livehope.org/resource/why-dvd-set-men-and-women/
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http://www.frontlinemoms.com/2016/02/02/parents-prevent-homosexuality-childrens-lives/?utm_source=Frontline+Moms&utm_campaign=d25806e340-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a70270695c-d25806e340-51420989
http://www.frontlinemoms.com/2016/02/02/parents-prevent-homosexuality-childrens-lives/?utm_source=Frontline+Moms&utm_campaign=d25806e340-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a70270695c-d25806e340-51420989
http://www.frontlinemoms.com/2016/02/02/parents-prevent-homosexuality-childrens-lives/?utm_source=Frontline+Moms&utm_campaign=d25806e340-RSS_EMAIL_CAMPAIGN&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a70270695c-d25806e340-51420989
https://livehope.org/
https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/kevindeyoung/2015/07/01/40-questions-for-christians-now-waving-rainbow-flags/


christians-now-waving-rainbow-flags/  What would happen if you asked these 
questions in your family or church?   
 
 
The Gospel Coalition, “50 Resources for Equipping the Church on Homosexuality 
and Same-Sex Marriage”, https://www.thegospelcoalition.org/article/50-
resources-for-equipping-the-church-on-homosexuality-and-same-sex-marriage  

 
 

https://blogs.thegospelcoalition.org/kevindeyoung/2015/07/01/40-questions-for-christians-now-waving-rainbow-flags/
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